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BOOK REVIEW

an Doig returns to Montana for his latest novel.

A moder

Nork Song’ is satisfying read

's of Butte and Anaconda
then the copper mining
d smelting centers of a
rgeoning U.S. economy.
This is the unfamiliar
ban West, with immi-
ant groups that had left
eir countries to do this
tion’s hard work, par-
wularly underground —

e Irish, Welsh, Cornish-
en and by 1919 Ukra-
ans. (In the late 19th and
rly 20th centuries, Butte
d the second-largest

sh population outside
1blin.)

Readers of The Whis-
ng Season will be happy
reacquaint themselves

with its engaging protago-
nist and first-person narra-
tor, Morris (Morrie) Motr-
gan, an itinerant school
teacher, University of Chi-
cago-educated polymath
and all-around charmer.
(It’s not necessary to have
read the earlier novel, as
Work Song artfully pro-
vides all the essential de-
tails.) The name, of course,
is simply one of Morrie’s
disguises, for he’s a fugi-
tive twice over.

In the intervening 10

years, Morrie has traveled

the world and now has
drifted back to Montana,
partly in hope of recharg-
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ing his finances in Butte.
Unfortunately, the rail-
road’s loss of Morrie’s

trunk means he has arrived.

in town carrying only a
single satchel, leading
people to speculate.

Morrie is hired as a
“cryer,” the funeral home’s
official representative at
the nightly wakes held by
its mostly Irish clientele.
Soon he moves on to a
position in the town li-
brary, working for bibli-
omanical ex-rancher Sam
Sandison, who the locals
(for reasons they won’t
discuss) call the “Earl of
Hell.”

Before long, Morrie
encounters an ex-student
of his, now herself a
teacher, and her fiery fi-
ance, leader of the local
miners’ union. They
quickly enmesh Morrie in
the never-ending struggle
with the company. Before
the story resolves itself in
a comprehensive but
somewhat breakneck con-
clusion, the significance of
the title will become clear,
and Sandison — who turns
out to be a man with a
terrible secret and a
stricken conscience — will
come to play an unex-
pected, deeply satisfying
role.

Doig, however, is too
good a novelist to insist
that those subtexts do
more than whisper for
themselves, and that tact
makes Work Song a pleas-
ure to read. 0
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What | Want My Adopted Child to
Know: An Adoptive Parent’s Perspec-
tive by Sally Bacchetta (iUniverse,
$13.95). A revealing look at adoption
from a parent’s perspective, this book is
a great reference for
adoptive parents and
adoptees as well as
anyone considering
adoption. More than
100 adoptive parents
were interviewed to
compile the informa-
tive and touching chap-
ters that include “You
Are Not Different Be-
cause You're Adopted”
and “I Would Do It All Again,” The au-
thor is a twice-adoptive parent herself,
along with her husband, Dennis. Bac-
chetta, a freelance writer and author,
lives in Webster.

Surviving Your Ca-
reer by Steven Sakofsky
(CreateSpace, $18.95).
This career guide offers
a “roadmap” of poten-
tial hazards and advice
for mitigating risks
along the course of the
40-plus years of your
working life. With 22
rules to follow to keep you on the path
to your goal, your career can be reward-
ing and challenging. Sakofsky, a consult-
ant who has worked in industry for 41
years, lives in Fairport. 0
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ARE YOU AN AUTHOR? Send descrip-
tion of your book with the complete title,
publisher and price, your name, where
you live, a daytime phone number, book
cover and photo of yourself. E-mail to
Roc-Info@DemocratandChronicle.com
(put Local Books in the subject) and at-
tach images as 300 dpi JPEGs or mail to
Local Books, Democrat and Chronicle
Living section, 55 Exchange Blvd., Roch-
ester, NY 14614.




